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Research on Student-led parent-teacher conferences
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Today’s Objectives

v' | can describe a few reasons for engaging
students in parent-teacher conferences.

v' | can identify some professional and school
practices to prepare for student-led
conferences.

v’ | can identify some strategies to participate in a
student-led conference effectively.



Family Engagement with Students at the Center

SCHOOL, FAMILY,
AND COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIPS

YOUR HaNDBOOK FORACTION

Epstein, J. L., Sanders, M. G., Sheldon, S. B., Simon, B. S., Salinas, K. C., Jansorn, N. R., Van Voorhis, F. L., Martin, C. S., Thomas, B. G., Greenfield, M. D., Hutchins, D. J., &
Williams, K. J. (2019). School, family, and community partnerships : your handbook for action (Fourth). Corwin, A SAGE Company.

FOURTH EDITION
JOYGE L. EPSTEIN and ASSOCIATES



Family Engagement with Students at the Center
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Watertall Activity

= \When you first heard about student-led parent-teacher
conferences, what were your reactions?

m \Waterfall responses in the chat £
= Type 1-2 brief sentences, but don't click "send": =S '

= Click "send" after you hear "3-2-1!"




What has research found?

« Students believe they should participate in parent-teacher
conferences (Connors & Epstein, 1994; Ramirez, 2002).
» Parents and teachers prefer student-led conferences (Tuinstra &
Hiatt-Michael, 2004 ).
« Student-led conferences >
v higher math and reading scores on state tests;
v reduced disciplinary issues;
v lower stress about parent-teacher conferences among teachers;
v increased parent participation in the conferences;
v improved self-confidence and focus among students.
(Tuinstra & Hiatt-Michael, 2004)



What has research found?

« Student-led conferences -
v helped parents better understand children’s performance
v encouraged student-parent communication on schoolwork
v pushed students to take ownership over and
responsibility for their learning
v increased students’ academic performance
v’ gave parents extra enjoyable time with their children.

Guyton and Felstein (1989)
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The contents of this presentation were developed under a grant from the U.S. Department of Education (Department). The Department does not mandate or
prescribe practices, models, or other activities described or discussed in this document. The contents of this presentation may contain examples of, adaptations
of, and links to resources created and maintained by another public or private organization. The Department does not control or guarantee the accuracy,
relevance, timeliness, or completeness of this outside information. The content of this presentation does not necessarily represent the policy of the Department.
This publication is not intended to represent the views or policy of or be an endorsement of any views expressed or materials provided by any Federal

agency. [89 FR 70333, Aug. 29, 2024]

The Center on Education and Training for Employment (CETE) at The Ohio State University are committed to freedom and intellectual diversity. The university
invites speakers who share a range of ideas and experiences. The speakers invited to present at CETE events do not speak on behalf of The Ohio State
University or CETE, any opinions they express are their own.
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