
welcome!

we will begin
  shortly… 

The 7th Annual Family Engagement 
LEADERSHIP SUMMIT
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Early Literacy and 
Kindergarten Readiness 

Resources 
Dr. Kristin Farley, Literacy Specialist
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OVERVIEW

1. Importance of early language and literacy

2. Resources and professional support

3. Family engagement
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WHO’S HERE
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PAUSE AND CONSIDER

At what age did you learn to read?

When should parents start preparing their child for 
kindergarten?

What factors or skills contribute the most to kindergarten 
readiness?
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EARLY CHILDHOOD LANGUAGE AND LITERACY

• Birth-five is critical for language and literacy development.

• Language is the foundation for later reading. 
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LONG-TERM OUTCOMES

Children ready for kindergarten are more likely to have:

Proficient 
reading skills

Higher 
graduation 

rates
Better health Higher-

paying jobs

Lower 
incarceration 

rates

*Regardless of parent education, job, or economic status
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Ohio aims to be the best place in the country to start and raise a family and DCY has outlined the following goals to become a leading state 
(e.g., top 10 in the country across 3 program areas):

DCY SHORT & LONG TERM GOALS

Goal #2:
Early Care & Education
Increase the Percentage of Children Demonstrating 
Readiness on the KRA

Goal #3:
Children Services, Kinship, Foster & 
Adoption
Reduce the Rate of Children Entering Foster Care 
(per 1000) 

Goal #1:
Maternal & Infant Wellness
Reduce the Rate of Infant Mortality (per 1000) 

MOST RECENT 
DATA 

(released March 2026) 

6.4*preliminary

LONG-TERM 
GOAL 

(SFY 2029)

4.4

SHORT-TERM 
GOAL 

(SFY 2027)

6.0

BASELINE
(CY22)

7.1

BASELINE 
(Autumn 

2022)

35.4%

MOST RECENT 
DATA 

(released June 2026) 

44.8%

SHORT-TERM 
GOAL 

(SFY 2027)

48%

LONG-TERM 
GOAL 

(SFY 2029)

60%

BASELINE 
(FFY22)

3.3

MOST RECENT
 DATA 

(released March 2026) 

3.52

SHORT-TERM 
GOAL 

(SFY 2027)

2.0

LONG-TERM 
GOAL 

(SFY 2029)

2.0
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SUPPORTING PARENTS

• Resources for supporting 
their child’s language and 
literacy development 
from birth.



LET’S TALK!

What resources do 
you provide to 
families about 
language and literacy 
development?

How do you share 
these with families? 
At events, mailings, 
targeted distribution, 
etc.?
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SCIENCE OF READING
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LANGUAGE AND LITERACY PARENT GUIDES
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PROFESSIONAL GUIDE
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BOOK LISTS



15

BOOK LIST GUIDES
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IN THE CHAT
Current topics Future topics

Alphabet and Rhyming
Confidence
Death and Grief
Feelings
Foster Care and 
Adoption
Friendship
Kindness
Starting School
Wordless Books

What topics would you 
like to see added to the 
book lists? Share your 
ideas in the chat!
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DOLLY PARTON'S IMAGINATION LIBRARY OF OHIO 
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SCENARIO

• You are taking a walk with a five-year-old through a 
neighborhood or park. As you walk, how can you engage the 
child and support their kindergarten readiness skills?

• Now consider: what if the child was only three years old?
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KINDERGARTEN READINESS
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KINDERGARTEN READINESS CARDS

https://heyzine.com/flip-book/2b799b73e7.html
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KINDERGARTEN READINESS CARDS
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CHOOSE A LENS
• Choose one of the following lenses and consider the resources 

shared. How would you use these materials? What barriers do 
you foresee to using these?
oParent
oEducator
oLiteracy Specialist
oFamily Engagement coordinator
oProgram or district leader (principal, superintendent)
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HOW CAN YOU HELP?
• Explain the importance of language, literacy, and 

kindergarten readiness.
• Help parents use the Sparkler app and enroll in 

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library of Ohio.
• Provide handouts and practice activities together.
• Observe children’s language skills and model 

conversations.
• It’s never too early or too late to start! https://www.helpmegrow.

org/ASQ

Download the 
Sparkler app and 
use the code OH 
to register.

https://www.helpmegrow.org/ASQ
https://www.helpmegrow.org/ASQ
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EARLY LITERACY WEBSITE

https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-
families/early-care-education/early-literacy

• Science of Reading handout

• Parent language and literacy handouts 

and guide

• Book lists

• Launch Dolly Parton’s Imagination 

Library of Ohio site for book guides

https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-families/early-care-education/early-literacy
https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-families/early-care-education/early-literacy
https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-families/early-care-education/early-literacy
https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-families/early-care-education/early-literacy
https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-families/early-care-education/early-literacy
https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-families/early-care-education/early-literacy
https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-families/early-care-education/early-literacy
https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-families/early-care-education/early-literacy
https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-families/early-care-education/early-literacy
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KINDERGARTEN READINESS WEBSITE

• Birth to School Readiness 

• Kindergarten Readiness handout

• Flipbook and accompanying guides

• Family Resources

• Tip Sheets (Talk, Read, & Sing Together!)

https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-
families/early-care-
education/kindergarten-readiness

https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-families/early-care-education/kindergarten-readiness
https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-families/early-care-education/kindergarten-readiness
https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-families/early-care-education/kindergarten-readiness
https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-families/early-care-education/kindergarten-readiness
https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-families/early-care-education/kindergarten-readiness
https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-families/early-care-education/kindergarten-readiness
https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-families/early-care-education/kindergarten-readiness
https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-families/early-care-education/kindergarten-readiness
https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-families/early-care-education/kindergarten-readiness
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CONTACT

Dr. Kristin Farley, Literacy Specialist

kristin.farley@childrenandyouth.ohio.gov

childrenandyouth.ohio.gov

mailto:kristin.farley@childrenandyouth.ohio.gov
http://www.childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/


contact us
ohiosfec@osu.edu
LinkedIn | ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

The contents of this presentation were developed under a grant from the U.S. Department of Education (Department). The Department does not mandate or 
prescribe practices, models, or other activities described or discussed in this document. The contents of this presentation may contain examples of, adaptations 
of, and links to resources created and maintained by another public or private organization. The Department does not control or guarantee the accuracy, 
relevance, timeliness, or completeness of this outside information. The content of this presentation does not necessarily represent the policy of the Department. 
This publication is not intended to represent the views or policy of or be an endorsement of any views expressed or materials provided by any Federal 
agency. [89 FR 70333, Aug. 29, 2024]

The Ohio Statewide Family Engagement Center at The Ohio State University is committed to freedom of expression and intellectual diversity. The university 
invites speakers from a range of backgrounds who express a variety of viewpoints. The speakers invited to this summit are individuals who do not speak on 
behalf of The Ohio State University, the Center on Education and Training for Employment, or The Ohio Statewide Family Engagement Center, and any 
opinions they express are their own.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.federalregister.gov/citation/89-FR-70333__;!!KGKeukY!yf8EHS4Gzgx0x2aV1qxgGMFndLnM-JhaMaYOVfEXLsljZrONl1XAAwmB2pFcHQv8rGlsVmioX0oIdOGMJcA$
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