
How to Engage Families in 

a Science of Reading 

Workshop

Thursday, September 3, 2026

Sarah DeShon & Meredith Wellman



Your reason for joining today!

Greet us with your name and 
role/location.

Say hi in the chat

We are glad you are here!

WELCOME!

Welcome!



• Full 
participation

• Cameras On 
(when possible)

• Active 
engagement

Give

So, what makes a hands-on webinar 
different…?

• Interactive learning

• Immediate peer 
and facilitator 
support

•Actionable take-
aways 

• 1 Contact Hour

Get



4OhioFamiliesEngage.osu.edu 

Every Child.

Every Family. 

Every School.

Visit the Family 
Engagement 
Center’s Website!

https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/


GUIDING QUESTION

Guiding Questions

How can I empower families with 

information they can use to support 

their child’s literacy development?



• I can use the Science of Reading 

Workshop with families.

• I can adapt the Science of 

Reading Workshop sections for 

my audience.

TODAY’S GOALS

Today’s Goals



Agenda

❑ Workshop Overview & 

Accessing Materials

❑ Family Workshop Sections

• Opening

• Learning

• Collaboration

• Closing

❑ Closing



✓Adapt the materials for your 

audience

✓Facilitate at least one workshop 

✓Complete a facilitator survey at 

the end of each workshop

✓Distribute a survey to families at 

the conclusion of each workshop

✓ Recorded facilitator training 

✓ Downloadable guides with 

scripts and handouts

✓ 1:1 Support

✓ Listening and creating new 

and improved resources 

based on your feedback

Facilitators
Ohio Statewide Family 

Engagement Center

Commitments: 



The Workshop that 
You Host

Audience: Parents

Delivery: In-Person/Virtual

Duration: ~ 60 minutes

• Share literacy knowledge and 
resources with families

• Provide families the opportunity 
to ask questions about literacy 
and connect with community 
partners

• Foster connections and a sense 
of belonging among families in 
the community



Parents as Co-Facilitators

1. Promotes a more inclusive and 

welcoming environment.

2. Share related experiences that 

resonate with other parents.

3. Helps bridge cultural and linguistic 

gaps.

4. Demonstrates your commitment to 

honoring parent experiences.



Facilitator Resources Page

https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/facilitator-materials-science-of-reading-presentation/ 
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Facilitator Guide & Workshop Slides



The Workshop: Opening Section

To build purpose & connection 

Slides 1-8



The Workshop: Opening Section

Changes or Adaptions to Consider:

❑Slide 2-Your introductions slide

❑Slide 7/8-Greeting & Connect 

Activity

▪ Which one will you use?



ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

Work Time!



ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

Idea Drop!

Put in Chat: One thing you decided for your Opening Section.



ohiofamiliesengage.osu.eduQuestions?



The Workshop: Learning Section

To teach about the science of reading and 

structured literacy

Slides 9-28



Modeling: Try It!

How would you say this word:

flimbloaded

prevoudle

How are you working to figure 
these words out?

commisterable



ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

Modeling: Try it!



The Workshop: Learning Section

Changes or Adaptions to Consider:

❑Slide 20-Laws

❑Slide 21-Local Literacy Materials

❑Slide 22-Parent Experience



ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

Work Time!



ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

Idea Drop!

Put in Chat: One thing you decided for your Learning Section.



ohiofamiliesengage.osu.eduQuestions?



The Workshop: Collaboration Section

To demonstrate early and intermediate literacy 

skills and provide opportunity for family 

perspective

Slides 29-39



Modleing-Video Example: Hearing 
syllables

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C2I0tS-Z8iI&t=3s

As you watch:

1. How are students using all of their 

senses?

2. How could you practice this skill at 

home with your child? 

3. How have you seen your child 

practicing this skill at home?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C2I0tS-Z8iI&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C2I0tS-Z8iI&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C2I0tS-Z8iI&t=3s


Hearing syllables: Parent Perspective

1.How are students using all of 

their senses?

2.How could you see yourself 

practicing this skill at home with 

your child? 

3.How have you seen your child 

practicing this skill at home?

27



The Workshop: Collaboration Section

Changes or Adaptions to Consider:

❑Choose 2-3 videos and the 

discussion questions to use based 

on your audience.

❑Use your own videos! 
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ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

Work Time!



ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

Idea Drop!

Put in Chat: One thing you decided for your Collaboration Section.



ohiofamiliesengage.osu.eduQuestions?



The Workshop: Closing Section

To provide questions for families to ask and 

to reiterate the importance of families.

Slides 40-46



The Workshop: Closing Section

Changes or Adaptions to Consider:

❑ Slides 41-42, pick one?

❑ Slide 45: Contact Person



ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

Work Time!



ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

Idea Drop!

Put in Chat: One thing you decided for your Closing Section.



ohiofamiliesengage.osu.eduQuestions?



go.osu.edu/literacytoolkit

Family Literacy Toolkit
For all Ohio Parents of Children, Birth – High School

What you’ll find:

• Developmental milestones in reading, speaking, etc.
• Ideas for learning at home
• Questions to ask your child’s school
• How to get help if your child is struggling with reading

https://go.osu.edu/literacytoolkit
https://go.osu.edu/literacytoolkit


Where Will 

These Family 

Resources 

“live” at your 

organization?
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A       resource for 

school leaders
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -

Download our e-Book at no cost:

Within Reach: 

Multi-Tiered Family Engagement

go.osu.edu/withinreach

Every family is within reach

go.osu.edu/withinreach





Feedback 
Survey
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OhioSFEC@osu.edu

Wellman.87@osu.edu

Deshon.8@osu.edu

OhioSFEC@osu.edu

Wellman.87@osu.edu 

Deshon.8@osu.edu 

Ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu
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