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2027 Academy Application
Apply by: Nov. 9, 2026
About Family Leaders for Ohio Schools Academy

The Academy is a leadership program designed for parents and caregivers of children enrolled in K-12 Ohio public schools. By equipping parents and family members with leadership skills, strategic planning tools, and a supportive network, the Academy helps provide a voice in shaping educational opportunities and outcomes for all students. 

The Academy has two phases:
· Phase I January-May: Participants complete four online learning modules, attend two virtual meetings, and three in-person meetings in Columbus, Ohio.
· Phase II June-December: Participants attend two virtual meetings and complete a project to address a need within their school or district. 

Program Requirements:
· Attend all in-person and virtual meetings.
· Finish all program assignments.
· Design and implement a project.
· Share project results with our center.

Cost: This program is grant-funded and is offered at no cost to families.

Who Can Apply? 
Open to parents or caregivers of children enrolled in K-12 Ohio public schools who want to make a difference in their local community.  No experience or current school involvement is necessary.

Please note: Employees of The Ohio State University and Ohio public or private schools may not apply.

2027 Academy Schedule   

January 15: In-person kickoff (10:00 AM – 3:00 PM) Columbus, Ohio
February 5: Virtual meeting (10:00 AM – 12:00 PM)
March 5: In-person meeting (10:00 AM – 3:00 PM) Columbus, Ohio
April 16: Virtual meeting (10:00 AM – 12:00 PM)
May 21: In-person meeting and End of Phase I (10:00 AM – 12:30 PM) Columbus, Ohio
September 21: Virtual check in (7:00 pm-8:00 pm)
December 13: Virtual wrap up of Phase II (7:00 pm-8:00 pm)

First Name: _________________________   Last Name: ___________________________
Address:   ________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________ Zip Code: _________ Ohio County: __________________
Email Address: __________________________________ Phone: (____) ______________
Are you an employee of The Ohio State University or an Ohio public/private school?
Yes __ No __
If Yes, what is your role? ____________________________
Parent/Caregiver Relationship. (Select all that apply)
· Biological Parent
· Grandparent Caregiver
· Foster or Adoptive Parent/Caregiver
· Guardian
· Other, please explain ______________________
Please share where you heard about this opportunity or who told you about it. _______________________________________________________________________
What School District or Community School does your child(ren) attend? _______________________________
Current Grade of your child(ren) and school they attend for 2026-2027 (please list all): 
________________________________________________________________________________

Short Answer Questions
Directions: Please type/write responses after each question below. 

1. In what ways, if any, have you been involved with your child’s school? (no experience necessary) 





2. What motivated you to apply for this opportunity?







3. What do you hope to gain from this experience?




4. What questions do you have about the program?



Before submitting, please acknowledge below:
· I have reviewed the 2027 Academy schedule and can attend all scheduled meetings and will actively complete online modules and assignments to the best of my ability.

How to Apply?
· Online on our webpage: https://go.osu.edu/flacademy
· Download & email completed application to OhioSFEC@osu.edu (subject: FLOSA Application) 
· Print & mail to: Ohio Statewide Family Engagement Center, Attn: Kristin Meek-Hennon,   
1900 Kenny Road, Suite 1036, Columbus, Ohio 43210
We will inform applicants via email by November 23, 2026  

For more information on our Center, visit our website https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/

*This program is funded by a grant from the U.S. Department of Education. Participants are eligible to receive a small stipend for attending meetings during daytime hours and mileage reimbursement if home address is more than 25 miles one way from meeting location in Columbus, OH.
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