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Welcome!
We appreciate you!

How to Engage 

Families in the 

Science of Reading 

Workshop:

Facilitator Training



3OhioFamiliesEngage.osu.edu 

Every Child.

Every Family. 

Every School.

https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/


Today’s Team:

Meredith Wellman, Ph.D.

Program Manager
wellman.87@osu.edu

Amy Duncan, M.Ed.

Graduate Research Asst.
duncan.1393@buckeyemail.osu.edu

mailto:wellman.87@osu.edu


Give

Interactive learning

Immediate facilitator support

Knowledge and materials

Full participation

Cameras on

Actively engaged

Get



Share and Connect

Name:

Organization:

Why: 



Objectives

I have identified several ways to 

facilitate a sense of belonging 

during a family workshop.

I can connect families to helpful 

literacy resources.

I have created a plan that will 

allow me to confidently host a 

Science of Reading workshop 

tailored for families in my 

community.



✓Adapt the materials for your 

audience

✓Facilitate at least one workshop 

✓Complete a facilitator survey at 

the end of each workshop

✓Distribute a survey to families at 

the conclusion of each workshop

✓ Recorded facilitator training 

✓ Downloadable guides with 

scripts and handouts

✓ 1:1 Support

✓ Listening and creating new 

and improved resources 

based on your feedback

Facilitators Family Engagement Center

Commitments: 



Agenda

• Workshop & 

Accessing Materials

• Brainstorm

• Slides & Script

• Engage & Adapt

• Reflect



The Workshop that 
You Host

Audience: Ohio families

Delivery: In-Person

Duration: ~ 60 minutes

• Share literacy knowledge and 
resources with families

• Provide families the opportunity to 
ask questions about literacy and 
connect with community partners

• Foster connections and a sense of 
belonging among families in the 
community



Facilitator Role

• Adapt  the materials to your specific 
context.

• Facilitate one (or more!) Science of 
Reading workshop.

• Ensure that two surveys are completed at 
the conclusion of each workshop.

Materials Checklist

• Laptop & Projector

• Facilitator Guide

• Slide deck with presenter notes

• Event flyer template

• Structured Literacy handout

• Science of Reading handout

• Decodable Books handout

• Questions to Ask handout

• Family survey

• Name tags

• Pens/pencils, Sticky notes

• Engagement materials (for 

each interactive activity you 

select)

• Activities/childcare for kids

Facilitator survey: go.osu.edu/facilitatorsorp1

Family survey: go.osu.edu/sorp1

https://go.osu.edu/facilitatorsorp1
https://go.osu.edu/sorp1


Facilitator Resources Page

https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/facilitator-materials-science-of-reading-presentation/ 

https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/facilitator-materials-science-of-reading-presentation/


- Best Practices -

What works best when creating 
interactive, 

educational activities 

for families?

Location



ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

Are 

you 

ready

?



ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

Brainstorming



The Science of Reading

in Ohio Schools
The basics for families

go.osu.edu/literacyvideoseries

https://go.osu.edu/literacyvideoseries


Introductions

Facilitator Name

Title

Role

Organization Name

• Description

• Mission Statement

(Organization Logo)

Facilitator Name

Title

Role
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OhioFamiliesEngage.osu.edu 

Visit the Family 
Engagement 
Center’s Website!

https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/


Connect

• Introduce yourself

• Children’s names/ages

• Favorite song, rhyme, 

or story

• Why you came



How will this help me?

• Work together

• Ask good questions

• Support your child



Overview

• Learning to talk vs. Learning to 

read/write

• The Science of Reading

• The Structured Literacy Approach

• Questions to ask



Learning to Talk: It's natural!

ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu



Learning to Read: The code

By Excavations and Israel Antiquities - [1], Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3746228

• a = 

• alphabet

• apple



Activity

How would you say this word:

flimbloaded

prevoudle

How are you working to figure 
these words out?

commisterable



ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

Brainstorming



Teaching Reading

• Letters & sounds

vs.

• Whole word

ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu



ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

Teaching Reading

1800s

1955

Learning to Read: The Great Debate

1967

Balanced Literacy

Three-Cueing System

Whole Word

1990s

2000

Whole 

Word 



• Listen and hear 

• Letter-sound 

• Practice

• New words 

• Understanding  

Five Things

ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu



What is the Science of Reading?



The Science of Reading 

• is not a book you can read

• shows us the best way to teach

• is not just letters and sounds



Structured Literacy

• Like a recipe

• Everyone

• Dyslexia



The "Structure": What is taught

• Lists

• Order

• Together

• Build up



Activity: Examples of Literacy Materials Our Local Schools Use





ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

Brainstorming



The "Structure": How we teach it

• Direct instruction • Many senses

• New stuff 

• Teach everything • Reading = Spelling



ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

Activity



Talking vs. Writing

• Jumbled sentences

• Facial expressions

• Tone & gestures

• Writing structure

• Helps understanding

• "See" the structure 



Activity: Can you see the structure?

B

Bob sits on the step.

._     _   _     _

Bob sits on the step

thing action describing words/phrase



Activity: Can you see the structure?

wheel                         →    wh   ee    l

forgetful                     →    for    get    ful 

Bob sits on the step. →   Bob     sits      on the step 

paragraph                 →   (sample labeled paragraph)

essay                        →    (sample essay with headings)



ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

Brainstorming



Structured Literacy: Good stuff 

• Science-based

• Buy materials

• List of good stuff

• Teacher training

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Approved-List-of-Core-Curriculum-and-Instructional


ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

Dotting the “i” in Literacy



Lessons: Preschool

• Book words

• Rhyming

• Syllables

• Coloring & writing

• Letter names & sounds



Lessons: Early elementary

• Hearing sounds

• Handwriting

• Letter names & sounds

• Read & spell 

• Sentence structure



Lessons: Older students

• Longer words

• Vocabulary

• Understanding

• Writing skills



Authentic Videos and/or Live Demos

https://www.lickingcountylibrary.org/media/yeyn4x3k/story-time.jpg

Embed example videos 
(~ 2 min)

Structured Literacy 
examples:

story time, fine motor, 
reading, spelling, and 
writing events



Example: Hearing syllables

ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu



Example: Listening for sounds

ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu



Example: Sounds to spelling

ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu
https://go.osu.edu/phonemicawareness



Example: Spelling and syllable type

ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu



Example: Roots, prefixes, suffixes

ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu



ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

Brainstorming



Example: Roots, prefixes, suffixes

• Meaning

• How words work

• Big words



At Home
• Talking & Reading

• Play with letters

• Writing stuff

• Audiobooks

• Decodables



Decodable Readers

• Follows a list

• Lots of practice

• Ask the teacher

• Builds confidence

• Match skills



Activity: Share Decodables





Figuring Out New Words

• Sound it out (tap it out) C a t

• First syllable; Second syllable r o b o t

Prefix

re

Base

play

Suffix

ing• Prefix, base, suffix



General Questions

• Approach

• Programs

• Direct instruction time

• Small groups

• Ask the teacher



Questions: Early Readers

• Handwriting 

• Letter-Sound 

• Sound-out & Spell

• Hard-to-spell



Questions: More Advanced Readers

• Understanding

• Roots, prefixes, suffixes

• Syllables

• Larger words

• Writing



ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

Brainstorming



Families and Schools 



go.osu.edu/SFECfamilysurvey

We’re so glad you came!
What did you think?

https://go.osu.edu/SFECfamilysurvey


Resources



Where Will 

These 

Family 

Resources 

“live” at your 

organization

?



Landing Page

science

https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/

facilitator-materials-science-of-

reading-presentation/ 

Password

https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/facilitator-materials-science-of-reading-presentation/
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/facilitator-materials-science-of-reading-presentation/
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/facilitator-materials-science-of-reading-presentation/


Feedback 
Survey
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OhioSFEC@osu.edu

Ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

https://chat.openai.com/
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