
 
WELCOME!

This event will start shortly. In the meantime, 
visit us at OhioFamiliesEngage.osu.edu



Exploring resources and strategies 
to enhance family engagement 

with multilingual families
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Yesenia Alvarez Padilla
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Our mission is to support the 
development and academic 
achievement of children by 
providing tools and learning 
opportunities to Ohio families and 
schools for building effective 
family-school partnerships.
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Yesenia Alvarez Padilla Hind Haddad
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Community Building

Share
• Name
• Role
• School/Organization
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Today’s Purpose

Why did you sign up for this session?

Why is important to reflect on our family 
engagement strategies with multilingual 
families?
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Learning Objectives
 Discuss barriers and bridges to family 

engagement 
 Reflect on current family engagement 

practices
 Explore resources and strategies to 

improve family engagement 
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Agenda
 Introductions
 Barriers and Bridges Activity
 Core Competencies Reflection Tool
 Research-Based Strategies
Writing for Families 
 Closing 
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Barriers & Bridges
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Debrief

• What barriers did your group 
identify?

• What about bridges?



Family Engagement Core Competencies 
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Beginning (1)  
• Limited understanding, knowledge, skills or 

ability. 
• Deficit-based attitudes
• Tend to think of family engagement as a one-

way street
• Family engagement as compliance and 

random events that are school-centric. 
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Developing (2) 
• Acknowledge the critical role that parents and 

caregivers play. 
• Beginning to understand reciprocity of family and 

community engagement.
• Moving away from deficit-based attitudes 
• Situating their work beyond school mandates and 

processes. 
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Skilled (3) 
• Considering new ideas in this area and testing new 

approaches 
• See families as partners who actively contribute to the 

success of their children. 
• Recognize the strengths and assets of families
• Developing parent and family engagement and family 

leadership as strategic priorities.
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Accomplished (4)
• Utilize a deeply reciprocal model of family engagement.
• Leverage the strengths and assets that families bring.
• Build and cultivate authentic relationships with families 

and communities
• Create multiple opportunities for family and community 

engagement, including parents in decision-making roles.
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Reflection Activity

• Domain: Connect
• Items 6-9
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Mentimeter Directions 
• Scan the QR Code
• Menti.com 

• Use code: 3219 8048
• Rate yourself on given 

prompt. 
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Debrief
• What were some of your areas of 

strength? Why? 
• What are some of your biggest 

challenge areas? Why are these 
areas challenging?

• What are two or three of your priority 
areas for growth over the next six 
months?
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Resources and Strategies



21

Research Brief
• Welcoming school 

environment
• Positive mindsets
• Address barriers
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• Orient families 
• Promote family 

engagement 
• Embrace diversity
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Writing for Families
Less is more

Design for easy navigation

Emphasize why they should care
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Writing for Families
Make reading easy

Use enough formatting, but not 
more
Make responding easy
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Debrief
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Resource for Educators and Families
Family Roadmap
• Information on various education topics
• Videos, checklists, infographics, question to ask
• Eight languages

Administrator’s Resource Kit
• Federal requirements and guidance
• Attendance
• Culturally responsive environments
• Mental health resources

Instructional Roadmap
• Evidence based strategies for EL development
• General education approaches
• Literacy techniques
• Considerations for developing EL program 



Additional Support

Keep 
going

Education Rights

Family Roadmap
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Reflection 

Hands – How can you apply what 
you learned?

Head – What ideas or insights 
came up for you?

Heart – What is something you 
connected with or felt inspired by?
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Hands-on Webinar
How to Engage 
Multilingual 
Families

OCTOBER 15, 2024
11AM – NOON EST

UPCOMING WORKSHOP

Registration opens 9/10 

Last day to register: 10/11

REGISTER HERE



Sign up for our News & 
Guidance for Educators!

https://go.osu.edu/newsguide 

https://go.osu.edu/newsguide
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https://go.osu.edu/familynews

Subscribe Today and 
Read Past Issues



   

THANK YOU FOR WATCHING!

OhioFamiliesEngage.osu.edu

Ohio Statewide Family 
Engagement Center

OhioSFEC@osu.edu

@OhioEngage
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