
WELCOME!
This session will start shortly. 

In the meantime, share in the chat: 
What brought you to this session today?



Three Ohio Districts Share about 
Implementing the Research-Based 
Partnerships for Literacy Program



Dr. Meredith Wellman
Program Manager
Ohio Statewide Family 
Engagement Center
Wellman.87@osu.edu
@MWellmanOSU 
@OhioEngage

mailto:Wellman.87@osu.edu


About the Partnerships for Literacy Program

• Authors

• What is it and Who it is for

• Why it was developed

• Impact in Ohio – 30 districts 

• How to access materials

• New self-paced modules 
open Oct 1

• Dr. Barbara Boone & Dr. Meredith Wellman
• Process and Resources for Elementary Schools
• So that schools will be inspired by research-

backed practices and have a process for 
improvement

• Schools reported improvements in the 
quantity/quality of family engagement

• Visit go.osu.edu/p4l for implementation guide
• Register beginning Oct 1 for the modules.

https://go.osu.edu/p4l
https://go.osu.edu/PartnershipsForLiteracy


The Roadmap

Step 1: Prepare your School: Year 1 (Fall)
Step 2: Build a Team: Year 1 (Spring)
Step 3: Inventory Practices: Year 1 (Late Spring)
Step 4: Create/Redesign Action Steps: Year 1 (Late Spring)

Step 5: Implement and Track: Year 2
Step 6: Review and Re-inventory Practices, Celebrate Successes: Year 2 
Step 7: Sustain Partnerships for Literacy: Year 2 and beyond. 
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District Participants in 2023-24
1.Bradford Schools 
2.Brooklyn City Schools 
3.Columbus City Schools
4.Kent City School District  
5.Mt. Healthy City Schools 
6.Oberlin City Schools 
7.Orrville Elementary School  
8.Plymouth Shiloh Local 
9.Warrensville Heights City School District



Brooklyn City Schools
Suzy Marquis, Karen Valenza
Intervention Specialist



Empowering families and the community 
to be active partners in our 

students’ literacy development.

Brooklyn City Schools

Partnerships in Literacy
~

 We Learn & Love to Read!



School



Support the transition from 
Pre-school to Kindergarten
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Families



Provide opportunities to 
infuse literacy into

parent/family events



Model fun and effective 
literacy practices



Community 
Partners



Connect with local businesses 
and residents



Invite partners to 
participate 



Our goals for 2024-25:

● Establish a Partnerships in Literacy Team which includes district administrators, 
teachers, parents/guardians, community businesses, local residents

● Continue to grow from an Open-Door School to a Partnership School

● Assess our practices using the Family & Community Engagement for Early Literacy 
Inventory to answer such questions as:
○ What areas do we feel are most successful?
○ Where is there room for growth and improvement?
○ Which actions do we need to take?



Thank you Suzy, Karen, and 
Brooklyn City Schools!



Columbus City Schools
Rochelle Wilkerson & Jovanna Tyree
Division of Early Childhood Education



Columbus City Schools 
Early Childhood Education 
Partnerships for Literacy in 
Practice 

Rochelle L Wilkerson, Supervisor 

Jovanna Tyree, ECE Specialist 



CCS Partnerships for Literacy 

● Comprehensive Literacy Grant
● Team Roles and 

Responsibilities
● Alignment with District Goals
● Practice and Organizational 

Shifts



Family Engagement 

PreK Family Engagement CLSD Grant Goals

● Achievement of broad Family Engagement Goals 
○ Emphasis on Specific Goals:

■ Literacy Home -School Connection 
■ Leveraging Resources from         Community 

Partners
● CLSD grant schools were specifically engaged with 

targeted outreach  (Windsor STEM and Easthaven)



PreK Family Engagement 

Pre-K FAMILY ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Sept. 9: Pre-K Kickoff at CMA with WOSU 

Oct. 18: Healthy Habits with Columbus Parks and Rec at 
Linden Park Community Center

Nov. 8: Fun Family Literacy at CML Main Library

Jan. 5: Big Ideas and Bright Lights at Franklin Park 
Conservatory

Feb. 3: Shooting for the Stars with STEM at COSI

Mar. 13: Spring SEL at Grange Audubon Center

Apr. 20: Earth Day Adventures at Columbus Zoo

May 4: Countdown to Kindergarten at Fort Hayes  with 
MANY community partners!

2023-2024



Family Engagement > 
Literacy Connection

Family Literacy Resources

- Uniquely created for each event
- Ordered for CLSD Schools and Events
- Specific to the the greatest literacy needs of 

our PreK students

Literacy Focus

Oct - Reading Comprehension/ Reading Routines

Nov - Letter Identification and Letter Writing

Jan - Letter/Sound Identification

Feb - Rhyming

March - Beginning Sounds

April - Writing

May - Kindergarten Literacy Readiness

2023-2024



What’s Next 
● Outcomes 

● Plans for 24/25 School Year and Beyond

Contact Us
Rochelle L Wilkerson, Supervisor

rwilkerson8090@columbus.k12.oh.us

Jovanna Tyree, ECE Specialist
jtyree@columbus.k12.oh.us

Dr. Terra Baker, Director
tbaker6191@columbus.k12.oh.us

mailto:rwilkerson8090@columbus.k12.oh.us
mailto:jtyree@columbus.k12.oh.us
mailto:tbaker6191@columbus.k12.oh.us


Thank you Rochelle, Jovanna, and 
Columbus City Schools!



Kent City School District
Louise Feciuch
Family & Community Engagement Coordinator 



Louise Feciuch | Consultant 
Family & Community Engagement

Mother of 3 

New to School Parent

New to Education 



Before we Dive Deeper Resources for Educators:
Family Communication Flow Chart 
Sample Letters 
Dyslexia Resources Guide for Families 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

https://candidcover.net/shout-out-anthology/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


Mark Twain’s famous advice:
“Don’t use a five-dollar word when a fifty-cent word will do.”

Examples 
Phonemic Awareness – the ability to hear, identify, and manipulate the 
sounds in words.

Decoding/Encoding & High Frequency Word Reading – the ability to apply 
knowledge of letter-sound relationships and letter patterns to correctly 
pronounce and written words.



Title I Family Engagement Night 

Title I 
Family Night

 Impact X

Kent Attendance
Title I Night 

       2021-2022 
Vendors – Attendees 
       1                10
 

2022-2023 
Vendors  - Attendees
      13                87

2023 - 2024
Vendors  - Attendees
       25            591



“The single biggest problem in 
communication is the illusion that it has 
taken place.” 
                                 ~George Bernard Shaw 

Louise Feciuch | Consultant 
Kent City Schools
Family & Community Engagement
9.20.2024



Thank you Louise and Kent City 
Schools!



Final 
Reflection 
(Pick 1)

Share in the chat.

• 1 Key takeaway
• 1 Next Step
• 1 Colleague to 
share this with



THANK YOU FOR WATCHING!

OhioFamiliesEngage.osu.edu

OhioSFEC@osu.edu

@OhioEngage
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