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Topics

Alternate 
Assessment

Decision-
Making Tool

Family 
Resources



Part A –
Determining 

Initial Eligibility

• Does the 
student have 
a current IEP?

• Review the 
student’s IDEA 
category



Part B – Determining Most 
Significant Cognitive Disability

Conceptual

Social

Practical

Significant deficits in all three 
adaptive behavior domains









Part C – Determining extensive 
direct individualized instruction 

and substantial supports 

Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment

Accommodations/Modifications

Assistive Technology









Part D – Additional Considerations

Decision made after reviewing
the entire decision-making tool

Collection of evidence in
parts A, B and C

Decision to participate
NOT based solely on…







Decision Making Tool FAQ

► Organized by part (A, B, C, D)

► 27 questions

► 8 pages



Family Resources

 General Assessment Questions
 Eligibility and Participation
 Extended Standards and Instruction

Spanish version is available.
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AASCD Resources

Alternate Assessment

http://education.ohio.gov

Keyword search: alternate assessment



Why should students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities participate in academic instruction and 

assessment?
Under IDEA, all students have the right to have the same opportunity to 
access academic content and demonstrate their mastery in addition to 
learning functional life skills such as communication, social skills and 

practical daily living skills. 

In addition to learning functional life skills, such as communication, social skills 
and practical daily living skills, students with the most significant cognitive 

disabilities must have access to the general curriculum; be involved in the 
general curriculum; and make progress in the general curriculum. General 
curriculum means the same grade-level academic content standards curriculum 

that is afforded other students. Students with the most significant cognitive 
disability receive this content through instruction based on Ohio’s Learning 

Standards-Extended.



What are Ohio’s Learning Standards–
Extended?

Ohio’s Learning Standards–Extended (OLS-E), commonly referred to as the 
“extended standards,” were designed to make Ohio’s Learning Standards 

more accessible to students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. 
The extended standards ensure students who take Ohio’s Alternate Assessment 

for Students with the most Significant Cognitive Disabilities (AASCD) are 
provided with multiple ways to learn and demonstrate knowledge aligned to 
grade-level standards. At the same time, the extended standards are designed 

to maintain the rigor and high expectations of Ohio’s Learning Standards.



How will taking the alternate assessment affect my 
child/child's future?

In Ohio, all students who graduate from high school receive a regular diploma. Ohio does 
not have an alternate diploma, certificate of attendance or some other “lesser” 
diploma option for students who do not meet regular graduation requirements.

Parents must understand that while a student who takes the alternate assessment 
receives the same diploma as other students, the diploma does not reflect the same 

level of post high school readiness. This is because students who have taken an 
alternate assessment have learned academic content that is greatly reduced in 

breadth, depth and rigor and they are not prepared for the same postgraduation 
goals as students who earn their diploma by meeting regular requirements.

When students take the alternate assessment, the expectations about what they can learn 
and be able to do are significantly reduced compared to their typical peers.

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-s-Graduation-Requirements
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Questions?

AASCD Email: AAParticipation@education.ohio.gov



Let’s stay connected!

Wendy Stoica
Wendy.Stoica@education.ohio.gov

Office of Assessment
614-466-1317

Ma'Taya Hammond, M.Ed
MaTaya.Hammond@education.ohio.gov

Office For Exceptional Children
614-466-2650

mailto:Wendy.Stoica@education.ohio.gov
mailto:Wendy.Stoica@education.ohio.gov


@OHEducation



Share your learning 
community with us!
#MyOhioClassroom

Celebrate educators!
#OhioLovesTeachers
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