


WELCOME!
This event will start shortly. In the meantime, 

visit us at OhioFamiliesEngage.osu.edu



Communicating with 

Families about Dyslexia

 
Two Ohio District Examples
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Your Story

Share in the chat your connection to 

dyslexia.

Personal experience? 

Family/friend with dyslexia? 

Professional role supporting students/families?

General interest?
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Presenters
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Erica Kaufmann
Educational Service Center of 

Lorain County, OH

Literacy Specialist

Mother of Child with Dyslexia

Kristy Tucker
Ashland City Schools, OH

Dyslexia Therapist

Meredith Wellman
Ohio Statewide Family 

Engagement Center

Program Manager



Learning Objectives
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✔ I can explain legal and ethical reasons why Ohio 

schools are screening students for dyslexia and 

communicating more about it with families

✔ I can access examples and templates for family-school 

communications related to dyslexia

✔ I’m able to apply general criteria to my communications 

to understand if they are “trust-building”



What is dyslexia? 
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Definition

▪ “a specific learning disorder that is neurological in origin and that is characterized 

by unexpected difficulties with accurate or fluent word recognition and by poor 

spelling and decoding abilities not consistent with the person’s intelligence, 

motivation, and sensory capabilities, which difficulties typically result from a deficit 

in the phonological component of language”

Prevalence

▪ The percentage of students experiencing characteristics of dyslexia is reported as high 

as 15%-20% (Elliott & Grigorenko, 2014; Fletcher, et al., 2019; Odegard, et al. 2020). 

▪ Dyslexia exists on a continuum 

MILD MODERATE PROFOUND



Ohio Dyslexia Laws

▪ Staff professional development

▪ Screenings

▪ Instructional support in classrooms

▪ School-Family Communication
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Ohio District Examples
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Kristy Tucker

Dyslexia Therapist
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Who?
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Why assess so early?  

14



Ashland City 
School 

District’s 
Work
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Pamphlet designed by Literacy Coach 
Jonlyn Hartzler

Notice QR Code to 

have it read aloud.
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Pamphlet designed by Literacy Coach 
Jonlyn Hartzler

Inside 

information 



Sample 
Parent Letter 
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Erica Kaufmann
Formerly at Amherst Exempted Village Schools

Now at Educational Service Center of Lorain County, OH

Literacy Specialist

Mother of Child with Dyslexia



Amherst School District’s Work
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Supporting families 

with interpreting 

Acadience 

Assessment results.



Region 2 Literacy Leaders Network
The Literacy Leaders Network was comprised of regional literacy leaders within Region 2. This network 

is facilitated by State Support Team Region 2 and the Educational Service Center of Lorain County

The Literacy Leaders Network came together to collaborate, create, and generously share documents for 

the purpose of communicating with parents and families in alignment with Ohio Dyslexia Guidebook. 

The goal of the documents is for districts is to be able to use the templates available to customize them 

appropriately for their district. 

https://tinyurl.com/bdenmdft
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https://tinyurl.com/bdenmdft


Examples from the 
Literacy Leaders Network 
Customizable Documents Include:

❖ Literacy Assessment Compliance Flowchart

❖ Literacy Assessment Best Practices Flow Chart

❖ Family Brochure

❖ Dyslexia Fact Sheet

❖ RIMP Templates to document diagnostics and interventions

All of these tools were created in a collaborative effort to develop local resources. 

Districts can choose to utilize pieces and parts or create their own tools.
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Ohio State University’s Work

• Collaborative process to develop tools to help 

schools meet new legal requirements

• Results: 7 templates for educators and families

• Continuously improving, adapting
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Templates from the Ohio Statewide 
Family Engagement Center
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What is dyslexia? What is structured literacy?

Sample dyslexia 

screening request letter 

families can customize

Equipping 

families 

for their 

role



Templates from the Ohio Statewide 
Family Engagement Center
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Sample Letters to 

Send to Families
Legally required communications with 

families: Decision Tree and sample 

screening timeline

Equipping 

educators 

for their 

role

Avoiding jargon: Family-friendly 

ways to explain literacy terms, 

and home learning ideas



Applying Trust to Communication

✔ Is the tone collaborative, professional, and engaged?

✔ Is the focus oriented to academics?

✔ Does it value families’ expertise?

✔ Is the message proactive, solutions-focused, and strategic?

✔ Is the mood inclusive, positive, and committed?
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A couple last thoughts… 
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Questions/Comments Time



THANK YOU FOR COMING!

OhioFamiliesEngage.osu.edu

OhioSFEC@osu.edu

@OhioEngage
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