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Learning Objectives

▪ I can describe research-based strategies for engaging families in support 
of language and literacy development, from preschool through 
adolescence. 

▪ I can access resources to use with families and schools to build stronger 
partnerships for literacy, including new resources related to dyslexia and 
adolescent literacy.

▪ I can troubleshoot common problems of practice for schools engaging 
families in their literacy work.

▪ I can connect with other professionals to advance family engagement in 
literacy.



Networking Groups Kickoff

• Your Name, Org, Role

• Your personal learning goal

• Pick any letter in the alphabet, 

and say a word starting with that letter 

that relates to your family/history (like H – for hiking, or R – for 

rhubarb).

Who is 
who?



Sources of Content
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https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/resources/report-research-based-strategies-for-early-childhood-teachers-to-partner-with-families-for-early-language-and-literacy-development/
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/High-School-Family-Engagement-in-Literacy-Examples-Final-1.pdf
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/resources/mstransition/
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/resources/partnerships-for-literacy-a-research-based-family-engagement-strategy-for-schools-2/
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/resources/research-brief-partnering-with-families-to-support-mental-health/


High School Family Engagement in Literacy

Vocabulary-building Family Engagement Strategies

• Provide upcoming content-specific vocabulary to families 

(tangent, hypotenuse, etc.)

• Include conversation starters they can use at home about 

how the content connects to future careers. 

• Easy – each teacher picks 1 word to share that relates to 

their upcoming unit.

• Students need service hours? Ask for their help gathering 

and formatting teacher examples to share out with families.

• Provide a specific resource to families →

• Invite families or students to share an example of unique 

words they know because of a family hobby, career, or 

tradition.
Specific Resource: High-use 

words in academic settings 

https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/resources/supporting-your-adolescents-vocabulary-a-list-of-commonly-used-academic-words/
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/resources/supporting-your-adolescents-vocabulary-a-list-of-commonly-used-academic-words/


Engaging Families in HS Student Writing 
Development
Examples of what teachers could share with families

Before Writing:

• Help your teen learn to draw from their own experiences

• During free time (weekends, holidays, while in waiting rooms), encourage your teen to write for 

different audiences (a silly story for a younger sister, or recommend they make a "top ten" list to cheer 

up a sick friend/neighbor.)

After Writing:

• Give your teen a special place to keep their writing.

• Read your teen’s work. Give your teen lots of positive feedback. Ask your teen to explain sections that 

you don't understand.

• Encourage your teen to read their school writing out loud – make it part of family time.

• Help your teen understand the value of the process of writing, revising, and getting feedback. Relate it 

to future careers.
Source: Colorin Colorado article

https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/tips-parents-struggling-adolescent-writers


Teachers Can Give Fuel for Family Bonding

“Trevor is excellent at relating stories to his own 

life. I admire that about him.”

“Joy and Kara studied together from their biology 

textbook during homeroom today. Joy was 

quizzing Kara on the Krebs Cycle, and they were 

making flash cards with words like glycolysis. I 

love watching them work hard together.”

Praise specific to 

literacy

Literacy, and also

provides info about 

social development 

and friendships 

families can nurture.



Discuss (Small Groups)

• What is one key takeaway for you?

• Who might want to know about these strategies?

• What/who is within your own sphere of influence?

• Other ways you have seen teachers connecting student 

learning goals to homework/home learning
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Common Family Engagement “Barriers” 
Specific to Middle and High School

• What is the role of the family?

• Perception that students should be 

more independent and own their 

learning

• Many teachers – whose responsibility 

is it to form relationships with families?
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Family Engagement Strategies 
Educator can use 
During the Middle School Transition

1. Promote awareness of the changing developmental needs of early adolescents.

2. Provide families with information about how to navigate the middle school context.

3. Emphasize a growth mindset in the classroom, and provide families with ideas for how to 

encourage a growth mindset at home.

4. Provide actionable and specific improvement messages to help families support their 

early adolescent.

5. Encourage families to approach homework with positivity.
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https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/resources/mstransition/


6. Partner with families to provide age-

appropriate and supportive routines and 

structures.

7. Collaborate to create a sense of belonging 

at school and at home.

8. Communicate and model confidence in the 

early adolescent’s abilities.

9. Value home-based involvement as the 

most impactful and developmentally 

appropriate form of family engagement.
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Video

Strategies for schools to support family 

engagement in adolescent literacy 

development

https://youtu.be/Pg-xbk6NUt0


Transitioning Mindsets During the 
Middle School Transition

Tips for Families

https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/resources/launching-your-middle-schooler-to-success-available-in-chinese-somali-nepali-spanish-and-arabic/


Break
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Early Childhood/Elementary Family Engagement in Literacy



Two-way Communication about the 
process of learning to read with families

• In the Fall – schools should share their 

general process for teaching and assessing 

reading and writing. (Example letter by Jen 

Griffing) Invite questions.

• Invite family examples: favorite songs, 

favorite books – tell families these will help 

teachers bond with their child and family.

• Re-affirm each family’s unique literacy 

supports. (Family Literacy Examples) Example Handout about 

Reading Development

https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Intro-Family-Letter_Video-Script.docx
https://mailchi.mp/2d53b0810719/exploring-family-literacy
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Early-Literacy-Simple-View-of-Reading-Handout.pdf


Learning Heroes Data (Link)
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https://bealearninghero.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Parents-2023-Go-Beyond-Grades.pdf
https://bealearninghero.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Parents-2023-Go-Beyond-Grades.pdf


Sharing Progress & Home Learning Examples
• Encourage schools to share clearly with families their child’s progress in specific areas of literacy 

development (How often? Beginning, Middle of Year). 

• Guidance for talking about reading improvement and monitoring with families

• Considerations for sharing progress:

• Share child-specific assessment results in advance, use time for family questions and modeling 

strategies. 

• Consider a combination of individual and group conferences.

• Offer handouts or videos that address their specific questions (see next slide). 

• Quick demonstrations (“This week at school, I’m teaching them ______. Here is a game that goes 

with this skill.”). 

• Follow up: Invite feedback on suggested activities.

• Give families some talking points to use at home – to support high expectations for learning.
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https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/resources/adding-family-friendly-content-to-your-schools-reading-improvement-and-monitoring-plan-rimp-communications/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7UPA_F-AWU


Videos Addressing Family Concerns 
and Specific Skill development
• Reading Rockets Playlist

• IES – REL Southeast Playlist

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLxDwKxHx1yJGqyPwVlWaO7qPxiPH4ase
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLVHqsnePfULqzbnu1BZf50y7HFgGNZp6v


Teachers Can Give Fuel for Family Bonding

“Laila is getting so good at sounding out her 

words. Today she said _______. That is 

something to celebrate!”

“Kendrick helped Jameson today with asking 

good questions about the story we were 

reading. It was so cute watching them 

together. I think they could be good friends.”

Praise specific to 

literacy

Literacy, and also

provides info about 

social development 

and friendships 

families can nurture.



When and Where
• Shifting away from just events

• Add a question on school registration forms

• 1 question in a newsletter they can respond to in the school messaging app

• During conferences

• Pick up/drop off conversations

• In a family resource center (at school or other community locations)

• Partner with early childhood centers (feeder schools) to share about everyday literacy-

building activities

• Partner with local pediatricians to share early literacy family engagement resources in 

post-visit notes (like free Digital Books or Read-Aloud Video Books)
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https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/resources/printable-calendars-with-daily-literacy-at-home-activities/
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/resources/printable-calendars-with-daily-literacy-at-home-activities/
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/
https://allohioliteracy.org/family-resources/read-alouds/


Dyslexia Communication Tools
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Link

https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/dyslexia-communication-tools-for-schools/


Problem of Practice: Teacher Overload

An elementary school leader you are working with is currently receiving funding to pilot 

new literacy strategies. Her staff are receiving PD, she worked with her district to select 

some new curriculum and assessment materials, and now she is working on some peer 

coaching processes for her staff. She seems genuinely supportive of family engagement in 

early literacy, but is struggling to come up with where to go with it next. The school is 

currently engaging families through a small number of family events. Staff sometimes 

complain about events piling on one more thing to their already full plates. About 1/3 of 

families come to events/conferences. She is decently happy with that and doesn’t really 

see the importance of adding anything new, but knows it is part of teacher evaluation and 

the district leader has told her that it is a priority. 
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Problem of Practice: Dyslexia

A district you are working with is wondering when is the best time to share Tier I dyslexia 

screening results with families. They use the same K screening at the beginning, middle, 

and end of the year. They use a 1st grade level screener at the beginning of 1st grade. 

They worry that sharing screening results during Kindergarten will worry families needlessly, 

if families see that their child has signs of dyslexia.

What are some ways you could encourage this district to share more information 

sooner vs. waiting later to share screening results with families?

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 24



Upcoming

• Fall 2023 Foundations of Family 

Engagement Course

• Encourage teachers to register

• Free, blended course, 60 contact 

hours (equiv. to 6 CEUs)
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Register 
Today!

https://go.osu.edu/

summit23

https://go.osu.edu/summit23
https://go.osu.edu/summit23


Ohio Statewide Family 
Engagement Center

OhioSFEC@osu.edu

@OhioEngage

Ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu
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Funding Disclaimer

These contents were developed under a grant from the US 
Department of Education, Office for Special Education Programs, 
Award No. H323A170026, Project Officer, Jennifer Coffey. 
However, the contents do not necessarily represent the policy of 
the US Department of Education, and you should not assume 
endorsement by the Federal Government.



You Might Like to Know…



22 Partnership Schools Coaches in Ohio

Amy Luttrell

Candace Muetzel

Carolynn Head

Eric Neal

Heather Wolfe

Jennifer Jones

Josh Preece

Kayley Andrews

Kim Moritz
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Krista Allison

Linda Gibson-Fletcher

Marci Shepard

Megan Horstmeier

Michelle Smith

Missy Marsh

Patti Porto

Sarah McClusky

Steve Short 

Susan Koulianos

Susan Larson

Tami Cruz

Tricia McCollum

Learn More about how Ohio is using this evidence-based approach from Johns Hopkins

https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/resources/the-national-network-of-partnership-schools-an-evidence-based-family-engagement-program/


Example Page from a Partnership Schools 
Action Plan
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https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Deidentified-School-Plan-Year-1.pdf


18 Partnerships for Literacy Coaches in Ohio

Jackie Jacoby

Tamie Cruz

Josh Preece

Patti Porto

Krista Dickens

Teresa Furniss

Denise Malkovits

Margo Shipp
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Heidi Kerchenski

Jen Griffing

Delores Pugh

Juakita Bowens

Melanie Peloquin

Susan Larson

Megan Horstmeier

Amy Luttrell

Missy Marsh

Heather Wolfe

Download the Implementation Guide

https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/resources/partnerships-for-literacy-a-research-based-family-engagement-strategy-for-schools-2/


Other 
Professional Learning 
Resources

• Parent Mentor Early Literacy Module (short self-paced, no 

registration)

• Partnering with Families for Early Literacy Online Course for 

Teachers (longer, self-paced, registration required)

• Coming soon: Online Course to become a Partnerships for 

Literacy Coach

https://rise.articulate.com/share/fHRv2oiusGx6Dq_a-HTWCfXuEXZNXojK#/
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/online-courses/
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/online-courses/
https://rise.articulate.com/share/fHRv2oiusGx6Dq_a-HTWCfXuEXZNXojK#/
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/online-courses/


Summary: Our Center’s Offerings

• Online courses for engaging families in literacy (Foundational, 

Specific)

• System-level approaches (NNPS, P4L)

• Providing specific feedback

• Coaching the coaches

• Links to National, State, and Local:

• Resources, Tips, School Examples, Templates

• Don’t see something you need? Just ask! OhioSFEC@osu.edu
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https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/resources/


Consider

• What is one new resource you learned about in this 

presentation?

• What is a coaching question that relates to the new 

resource you learned about?

• What upcoming opportunity do you have (or could you 

schedule) to share about family engagement in literacy?

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 35
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