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~(®): Learning Objectives:

v | can define kinship family and describe common reasons
kinship families are formed.

v" | can identify strategies and tools to support kinship
families within my professional role.

Pi :

KINSHIP CONNECTIONS (ﬁ)




A relative (who is not biological
parents) that is the primary
caregiver of a child
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children in kinship families nationwide,

2.6 million

children in kinship families without
birth parent living in household,

238,921

children in kinship families
Ohio,



« A parentis often unable to or
needs assistance In caregiving

« An alternative to foster care
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« Trauma likely affects the
family at all levels

 child, birth parent, caregiver

e Sources of strength at each
level of the family as well
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Kinship Care vs. Foster Care

Foster

Kinship
Care
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Kinship Families and Schools

Enrollment
| apc.i Integrating
eCIS_IOn . into school Supports
making Transition : -
community for child

into

“parent”
role ’
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Open communication

Inclusive language

Trauma-informed care approach

Interdisciplinary supports
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Alternatives to “Parent” or “Mom and Dad”

* Your grown-up « Adult at home
 Family member e Guardian

 Person caring for you « Other ideas?
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* Lunch groups

« Afterschool homework help
e Extra-curricular activities

e Support groups

« Ralse awareness
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#GrandUnderstanding??

Our Message to GrandFamilies

- - - -
Getti ng to Know Your Ki I'IShlp Fami IY We recognize that raising your grandchildren or other relatives can require a lot of you. Be
assured, you are giving them a better present and future. At the Ohio Statewide Family
Engagement Center- we see you and we hear you. We want to support you in working together
with schools and the community. Below you will find some resources about schools and family
well-being- created with help from grandfamilies. When families, schools, and communities work

together, children are more successful in learning and in life.

SCHOOLS ARE HERE TO HELP E 2! i |

Instructions for use by school professionals:

This “Getting to Know Your Family” questionnaire can be used to connect to
kinship families in your school. If you identify a kinship family in your school or

classroom, this can be used as a conversation starter to Partner with YOU ARE NOT ALONE. If you haven't already, reach out to your grandchild's school with your questions. Schools can
caregivers in Supporting the children in their care. Ee!p with learning supports, behavior, mental and physical health, and your family's overall well
eing.

. . . . .y o y 46 Consider reaching out to one of these staff members for more information:
The contact information page is optional; it is only intended to collect new 185,469 il — ———
information that the school does not have already. It may be helpful to use this children in Ohio » principal  shools nurse
page at the start of a child's kinship family arrangement or if the family is new live with their
to the school. grandparents THERE ARE RESOURCES FOR YOU 'O

Many grandfamilies and kinship families find it helpful to connect to others and the community.

. . - . . . Joining a group of others with similar lives is a good idea. To find a group or other supports to
The questionnaire can be administered verbally, or it can be printed and given (';

to caregivers to fill out. There is also an online survey version here if an online

help your family along the way, consider these Ohio resources. Click on each one or scan the QR
code for more information.

Ohio Stateydce

Ohio Grandparent/

format is more accessible. = Family = OhlokAN Kirnship Caregivers Kinship Coalition EsE
r'.gc?(-:nter l%hlﬂoi ® \ i i =
The caregiver’s name and the date can be added to the top of the paper. The i DR SEaTE UNIC iR oY phimi S [OF2
childls name should be ﬂdded to the 1“ parﬂgl’aph. This template can be %&Té’;‘é"‘gﬁ:{g"m‘;ﬁf K.ns:’tpozgwlgf?gg;%gvram Online support group Mvo(a;yorgem:anon go.os:.edul
hiokan. fs.ohio., s s wps://ohi D,;.v enckinship. grandresources

personalized for your school’s use.

FOUNDATIONS OF FAMILY
ENGAGEMENT
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How Schools Can Partner With Kinship Families

March 21 o March 22
4-5:30pm EST 9:30-11am EST

Register today for this free online learning session by the Ohio Statewide Family Engagement Center!




Thank you!
OhioFamiliesEngage.osu.edu

Ohio Statewide Family
Engagement Center

¥

IO:hio Stateyxiide
amily
Engagement | ) @onioengage

Center

at The Ohio State University

@ OhioSFEC@osu.edu
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Bachman, H. F. (2021, August 4) Opportunity for All: Redesigning Family Engagement. Foundations of Family Engagement Workshop 2 [PowerPoint slides].



