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Kinship Connections
How schools can partner with kinship families

KINSHIP CONNECTIONS



Learning Objectives:

✓ I can define kinship family and describe common reasons 

kinship families are formed. 

✓ I can identify strategies and tools to support kinship 

families within my professional role. 
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Kinship Caregiver
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A relative (who is not biological 

parents) that is the primary 

caregiver of a child
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8 million

2.6 million 
children in kinship families without 
birth parent living in household1

children in kinship families nationwide1

238,921 
children in kinship families in 
Ohio2

1) Generations United, 2021
2) Grandfamilies.org. Grandfacts State 

Fact Sheet: Ohio, 2021



Why Kinship Families Form
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• A parent is often unable to or 

needs assistance in caregiving

• An alternative to foster care 



The Role of Trauma 
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• Trauma likely affects the 

family at all levels

• child, birth parent, caregiver

• Sources of strength at each 

level of the family as well



Kinship Care vs. Foster Care
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Kinship Care

Unexpected situation

Connection to birth parent

Little to no financial support

Time/prep with transition

No familial ties

Some financial support

Non-Relative Foster Care

Foster 
Kinship 

Care



Transition 
into 

“parent” 
role

Enrollment 
and 

decision 
making 

Integrating 
into school 
community 

Supports 
for child

Kinship Families and Schools 



Supports in Schools
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• Open communication

• Inclusive language

• Trauma-informed care approach

• Interdisciplinary supports 



Family inclusive language

• Your grown-up

• Family member

• Person caring for you

• Adult at home

• Guardian 

KINSHIP CONNECTIONS 10

Alternatives to “Parent” or “Mom and Dad”

• Other ideas?



Added Supports
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• Lunch groups

• Afterschool homework help

• Extra-curricular activities

• Support groups

• Raise awareness



More Tools on our Website

FOUNDATIONS OF FAMILY 

ENGAGEMENT
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Register for the Full Session!
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Thank you!

OhioFamiliesEngage.osu.edu

Ohio Statewide Family 
Engagement Center

OhioSFEC@osu.edu

@OhioEngage

Ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu

Bachman, H. F. (2021, August 4) Opportunity for All: Redesigning Family Engagement. Foundations of Family Engagement Workshop 2 [PowerPoint slides].


