
Welcome!

This event will start shortly.

In the meantime, visit us at

OhioFamiliesEngage.osu.edu



Partnerships for Literacy

Engaging Families to 
Launch Early Literacy

Ohio Family Engagement 
Leadership Summit

Dr. Meredith Wellman, The Ohio State University, Ohio Statewide Family Engagement Center
Megan Horstmeier, ODE State Support Team 13

Melissa Marsh, ODE State Support Team 15

While we set up, write in the chat box 1 word or phrase that comes to 
mind when you hear “family engagement in early literacy.”

We all work together to launch student success!
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Today’s Presenters and Schools

Rees E. Price Academy
coached by

Western Local Primary School
coached by

Meredith Wellman, OSU                              Megan Horstmeier, SST 13 Melissa Marsh, SST 15
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How do we engage families at the systems level?

Step 1: Prepare your School

Step 2: Build a Team

Step 3: Inventory Practices

Step 4: Create/Redesign Action Steps

Step 5: Implement and Track

Step 6: Review and Re-inventory Practices, 
Celebrate Successes

Step 7: Sustain Partnerships for Literacy
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Inventorying Practices

• Communication

• Supporting Early 
Language and Literacy 
at Home

• Strategic Community 
Partnerships

• Item #1 Example
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In the Chat
Who would you 
want to have on 
your team?
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Rees E Price Academy

Created a Balanced Team

Effective Practices Learned:

• Listen to your parents. 

• Keep it obtainable.

• Get students talking about literacy 

& connect with families

• Connect with other teams in the building. 

• 3 parents/caregivers

• 3 teachers (1 from each grade band)

• Reading specialist 

• Administrator

Considerations: 

• Try to get a variety of voices at the table. 

Use personal invitations. 

• Regularly scheduled meetings 

• Time that was convenient for all members 

• Send notes to individuals who could not attend
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• Quick activities that parents can do at dinner, in the car or 
during family time 

• Activities that can be incorporated into conversation and related 
back to school

• Choices so the family is not “stuck” trying to get something done 

Rees E Price Academy
Redesigned their 

Literacy at Home Activities
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Western Local Primary School
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How you can mobilize your system…
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More opportunities for 
families to participate in 
trainings and other 
literacy initiatives.

• Parent Training Opportunities 
(Areas of Focus per grade level, 
Tips at Home, Brain Science of 
Reading, Big Ideas, Modeling, 
Heggerty, etc.).  

• Meaningful activities that are taught 
to parents, so they can use them in 
home.

• Face-to-face trainings and videos 
posted to the Facebook page to 
help model how to present 
information and work with students 
on reading activities.

• Partnerships with community 
agencies (library, Ohio Extension 
Office, local businesses).

Western P4L
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What questions do 
you have for us?

“I used to think…
Now I think…”



THANK YOU FOR BEING 
HERE!

@OhioEngage

Ohio Statewide Family 
Engagement Center Page



Thank you for watching!

OhioFamiliesEngage.osu.edu

Ohio Statewide Family 
Engagement Center

OhioSFEC@osu.edu

@OhioEngage

@OhioEngage


