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shortly. Please turn on your 
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where you can do so.  
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Agenda
1. Welcome, updates, and agenda
2. Beyond the Headcount: Goal-

linked Measurement                       
Dr. Barbara Boone and Dr. Meredith Wellman 

3. Measuring Family Engagement:  An 
Introduction                                                 
Dr. Amanda Klein

4. Measurement in Practice: 
Cleveland Metropolitan School 
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ CŀƳƛƭȅ 9ƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 
Dashboard                                     
Tracy Hill

5. Debrief and next meeting
6. Exit survey and adjourn





Big News: FELO Summit

September 17, 2020

Columbus, Ohio



Beyond the 
Headcount: Goal-
linked 
Measurement

Dr. Barbara Boone & 

Dr. Meredith Wellman 



Barbara Boone, Ph.D., Program Director boone.32@osu.edu

Meredith Wellman, Ph.D., Program Manager, wellman.87@osu.edu

Measuring Family Engagement

mailto:boone.32@osu.edu
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Why do we measure our work?

ÅCompliance

ÅWeôre supposed to use data

ÅMost important ïto improve, understand, 

monitor, prove/demonstrate, celebrate, 

motivate

ÅDepending on your goal, you may pick 

different way of measuring



Research Highlight

Research indicates that when school 

planning teams evaluate their schoolôs family 

engagement efforts the outcome is more 

equitable outreach to all families and more 

engagement activities linked to student 

success.

Epstein, J. & Sheldon, S. (2019).

Opportunity for All



DŜǘǘƛƴƎ tŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ άIŜŀŘŎƻǳƴǘέ

Goal linked family engagement 
can be measured by looking at 
the impacts of family 
engagement strategies for 
families, teachers, or students.  
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Å Family members report that they learn a new skill for helping their child 
with spelling.

Å Family members provide regular feedback in a new attendance program.

Å CŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǳǎŜ ŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ 
about implementation of a behavioral intervention at home and school. 

Å Family members report using the tools provided by the school to help 
their child plan for their career/education after high school.

ÅFamilies report having family meals and talking with 
their children about topics related to learning. 



Goal-linked 
Family Engagement Activities
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Å ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ŦƛŘŜƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜ ƻƴŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ 
communication per month.

Å Teachers incorporate listening practices into parent-teacher conferences.

Å¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ŜŦŦƛŎŀŎȅ ŦƻǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΩ ŦǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
curriculum.



Why Do District Surveys?

ÅBe a district that listens and acts on the input and experiences 
of families

ÅDistrict-wide data ςbuilding level comparisons

ïInform system improvements/changes

ÅTargeted PD is needed at certain grade levels

ïIdentify and direct programming toward specific needs

ïInform policy development

ïCheck for awareness of resources

ïHow family experience varies and shifts

ïIdentify issues of equity



Family Surveys

Getting a high rate of return



21

ÅMore surveys = more actionable data

ÅGoal = 60%

Importance of Participation
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Messages to Parents
ÅTheir ideas are important and anonymous

ÅYou value their perspective

ÅThey are helping you do a better job of partnering with them 
ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ

ÅYou want to have more welcoming schools and increase 
student academic success, graduation

ÅSurvey is convenient and brief

ÅThis is a chance for them to tell you what they think 

ÅThe results will be shared with families and staff (give details)

ÅResults will lead to improvements in the schools ςfor their 
child
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Communicate with Teachers
ÅPurpose of survey and what survey measures

ÅNot a teacher evaluation 

ÅHow results will be communicated and used

ÅTheir role in getting a good response rate

ÅGoal for responses from their school/classroom

ÅAsk teachers for their ideas for how to increase parent awareness of 
survey

ÅAsk teachers to give parents a personal invitation from the teacher 
to complete the survey

ÅAsk teachers how students can be involved in letting parents know 
about the survey

ÅGain input on student incentive for return (e.g. breakfast bar, raffle 
ticket, no-homework pass)



Promising Practices
ÅPrincipal leadership

ÅEveryone knows their goal and their role

ï60% of building

ï60% of grade

ÅHealthy competition - incentives

ÅTeachers distribute in homework folders

ÅAnnounce each school day

ÅPhone and text reminders (i.e. Robo calls or personal calls)

ÅGrade level competitions (Jeans day)

ÅProvide families with different ways of completing the 
survey



Monitoring Progress of Returns

School

Grade 

Levels 

Served

Total 

Enrollment

Target # of 

Completed 

Parent 

Surveys 

(60% of total 

enrollment)

Number of 

Electronic 

Surveys 

Currently 

Completed

Number of 

Paper 

Surveys 

Currently 

Completed

Elementary
Pre K - 2 465 279

Middle
3 - 5 345 207

Middle 6- 7 232 139

High 8 - 12 644 386



Other Measurement Tools

ÅPBIS Family Engagement Rubrics

ÅFamily Surveys for Schools to Use

ÅEarly Literacy Rubric

ÅFamily Engagement Assessment Scales 

(For Families and Professionals)

ÅNational Network of Partnership Schools 

surveys (Handbook and Stand-alone)

ÅPartnerships for Literacy Inventory



Visit the Website
OhioFamiliesEngage.osu.edu



https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/2019/08/15/

family-surveys-for-schools-to-use/
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